RUPTURE WITH  THE  CONSERVATIVES

*

motion of superior industry among those forces which
attack the existing order of things, and inferior among
those who defend it, i.e. the Conservatives. This lack
of industry in the majority considerably facilitates the
leadership of a Conservative party, and serves to help it
more than individual independence and violent obstinacy
on the part of individuals can avail to hamper it Ac-
cording to my experience, the dependence of the Conser-
vative sections on the commands of their leader is at
least as strong as, perhaps stronger than, on the Extreme
Left. The aversion to rupture is probably greater on the
Right than on the Left, and the reproach ' of being min-
isterial/ which had so strong an effect on every individ-
ual, was often a greater hindrance to objective judgment
on the Right than on the Left. This reproach immediately
ceased to give offence to the Conservative and other sections
when my dismisal rendered the place of ruler vacant, and
every party leader, in the hope of having a share in filling
it, again became servile and ministerial, to the extent of
dishonestly denying and boycotting the late Chancellor
and his policy.

During the period of the ' declarations/ the anti-min-
isterial current, i. e. the disfavour with which I was re-
garded and treated by many of my compeers, was greatly
furthered by strong influences at Court. The Emperor-
never refused me his favour and support in matters of
business, but that did not prevent him from reading the
' Reichsglocke' every day. Of this paper, which only
supported itself by calumniating me, thirteen copies were
provided by the royal Treasury for our and other Courts,
and it sought its collaborators not only among the Cath-
olic court and country nobility, but even among the evan-